Lord, we give thanks for the saints for it is through them that we see you
The purpose of this paper is to briefly document the statues now on display in the
restored church. The restored marble altar dates from 1881 and was designed
by one of the leading 19th century American architects, James Renwick Jr. It
became available to Holy Name parish when St. Vincent de Paul Church in
Williamsburg Brooklyn closed and the Renwick altar went into storage. The
plaque on the back of the altar provides its early history, reading in part, “This
altar was erected in honor of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, by the Rev. Martin
Carroll, pastor of St. Vincent de Paul's Church, from the offerings of his
devoted people, June, 1881, and was consecrated by the Right Rev. John
Longhlin, Bishop of Brooklyn, July 23, 1881 under the pontificate of Leo
XIII. James Renwick, architect; Hail & Moran, builders. Remember to pray for the
benefactors."
If we look at a photograph of the restored altar (see page 3), we note the statue
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus near the top of the middle spire of the Gothic
Revival styled altar. The right and left spires have smaller statues of what
appears to be altar servers. Then there are six prominent statues across the
middle of the altar and we have identified them left to right:
The miter and crozier identify a bishop while the
shamrock on the bible indicates that this is the “Apostle of Ireland” one of the
primary patron saints of that country along with St. Brigit and St. Columba.
See the last two pages for an outline of
his life, information about the St. Vincent de Paul Society and a photograph.
St. Benedict was born of a distinguished family in
Italy and was drawn to the monastic life. Originally a hermit, he moved to
community life and had the idea of gathering various families of monks into one
“Grand Monastery” to give the benefit of unity, fraternity, and permanent worship
in one house. He began to build one of the famous monasteries in the world,
Monte Cassino. He developed a rule that prescribed a life of liturgical prayer,
study, manual labor, and living together in community under a common abbot. In
the middle Ages, all monasticism in the West was gradually brought under the
rule of St. Benedict, and he continues to have influence to this day. He is holding
a bible in his hands.
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St. Boniface, known as the Apostle of
the Germans, was an English Benedictine monk who gave up the honors of an
abbatial election to devote his life to the conversion of the Germanic tribes.
With paganism widespread in the region, he was made a regional bishop and was
authorized to organize the entire German church. History records that he was
eminently successful even though in 754 he and 53 companions were massacred
while preparing converts for Confirmation.
St. Gregory was elected pope
at the age of 50 by the clergy and people of Rome. Historians generally believe
that without the medieval papacy, confusion, lawlessness and chaos would have
been norm, and St. Gregory is regarded as the father of the medieval papacy.
Called “the Great,” Gregory has been given a place with Augustine, Ambrose and
Jerome as one of the four key Doctors of the Western Church. The three
layered crozier is one of the attributes used in portraying St. Gregory (see photo
on page 4).
St.
Augustine became a Christian at age 33, a priest at age 36 and a bishop at age 41.
As an early Christian theologian and philosopher, his writings were very
influential in the development of Western theology and Western philosophy and
he remains one of the most important Doctors and Fathers of the Church. Two
of his works, City of God and Confessions, continue to be widely read today. The
flaming heart in St. Augustine’s right hand is “to my God a heart of flame; to my
fellow man a heart of love…”

: St. Ambrose was both a fighter when
necessary against the Roman Emperor (“The Emperor is in the Church, not above
the Church”) as well as a man steeped in the learning, law and culture of the
ancients and contemporaries. He modeled his sermons on Cicero and had some
brusque encounters with Augustine as revealed in the Confessions but Ambrose
did baptize Augustine and they clearly respected each other. Ambrose is also one
of the key Doctors of the Church.
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: St. Charles belonged to a noble
Milanese family and was related to the powerful Medici family. He desired to
devote himself to the Church and rose quickly within it. The Protestant
Reformation was in full force and St. Charles believed that the abuses in the
church arose from ignorant clergy. He set about to reform the clergy through
seminaries, colleges and education. In addition, he founded the fraternity of
Oblates of St. Ambrose, a society of secular men who devoted themselves to the
church. The rope around his neck on the statue is what identifies him because
during a plague he walked barefooted in the public streets, carrying a cross,
with a rope around his neck, offering himself as a victim to God for the
transgressions of people. He is also credited with keeping the Council of Trent
going after it had been suspended.
St. Jerome was a Scripture scholar,
translating the Old Testament from the Hebrew and the New Testament from the
Greek. He is especially known for his translation of the bible which was named
the Vulgate. The Council of Trent called for a new and corrected edition of the
Vulgate and declared it the authentic text to be used. The hood of his monk’s
robe, pen and bible mark him as the fourth Doctor of the Church on this altar.
One of the most popular
saints, St. Francis in recent times is represented as a young man with his arms
extended and hands open reaching out. However, in the last years of his short
life he was half-blind and seriously ill. Two years before his death, he received
the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet, and side. He
was often represented as shown here with a skull at his feet, a sign that he
contemplates on his own death.
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St. John was elected pope
at age 77 in 1958 on the 11th ballot, which came as a complete surprise to
observers. Because of his advanced age, he was expected to be a “caretaker” pope
by these same observers, but he soon startled them when he called for the
Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). He also surprised the world with simple
gestures such as visiting prisoners in jail during the 1958 Christmas season. He
told them, “You could not come to me so I came to you.” This caused a media
sensation. These and other acts of substance favorably changed the way many
non-Catholics viewed the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church.
Bernard was born in Wisconsin and was received into the
Order of Friars Minor Capuchin in 1897, taking the name Solanus. He was
ordained a priest in 1904 but judged to be too weak in theology to preach or hear
confessions. For 20 years he served in New York City friars and churches before
being transferred to Detroit’s St. Bonaventure Monastery where he became their
porter and doorkeeper. He greeted people and talked to them; he held healing
services and his reputation grew. Many people claimed that his intercession was
instrumental in their cures and blessings. After his death, an estimated 20,000
people passed by his coffin. St. Pope John Paul II named him Venerable in 1995, the
first United States man to be so declared.
He is now a candidate for
beatification.

Our Lady’s appearance to Juan Diego
changes the culture in Mexico and leads to many conversions there.
Our Lady’s statue recalls the devotion to the interior
life of the Virgin and her love for God and Jesus.
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This statue is a devotion to Our Lady and her
appearance in County Mayo, Ireland, not only of the Virgin but also of St. Joseph
and St. John the Evangelist against the background of an altar with a lamb and
cross on it. Only our Lady of Knock appears in this depiction.

the “Apostle of Ireland.” A statue of St. Patrick is also on the main
altar.
This statue is a devotion to the physical heart of Jesus
which is taken to represent His divine love for humanity. It was mainly fostered by
the nun, St. Mary Margaret Alacoque, who learned of the devotion from
appearances of Jesus to her over 18 months from 1673-1675. The Feast of the
Sacred Heart has been part of the liturgical calendar since 1856 and is
celebrated on a Friday, 19 days after Pentecost Sunday.
Jude was one of the twelve apostles. He is usually depicted
as he is here with a flame around his head. This represents his presence at
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles as “tongues of fire.” He
is the patron saint of desperate cases or lost causes.
St. Damien was
born in Belgium and joined the Sacred Heart Fathers in 1860 taking the name
Damien and was ordained a priest in 1864 in Honolulu, Hawaii where he had been
sent. He worked in the missions on the main island for nine years before
volunteering and going to the Leper Colony at Molokai. He announced he had the
disease in 1885 and continued to build hospitals, clinics and churches before his
death. He was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI in 2009. Damien is known as the
“leper priest” but a Roman Catholic memorial chapel in Montreal , Quebec for
those who have died of HIV and AIDS is consecrated to him. He is the tenth person
recognized as a saint who has lived, worked, and/or died in what is now the United
States.
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St. Anthony was recognized
as a great man of prayer and a great Scripture and theology scholar. The Gospel
call to leave everything and follow Christ was the rule of his life. He, whom
popular devotion has nominated as the finder of lost objects, found himself by
losing himself totally to the providence of God.
is a devotion described above.
St.
Therese entered a Carmelite convent at age 15 and lived a cloistered life of
obscurity up to her death at age 24. Her words, “I prefer the monotony of
obscure sacrifice to all ecstasies. To pick up a pin for love can convert a soul,”
summarizes her preference for hidden sacrifice that did indeed convert souls.
After her death, an autobiography, The Story of a Soul, made her one of the most
popular saints.

St. Pio was born into a highly
religious family, joined the Capuchin Friars in 1903 and was ordained a priest in
1910. He became world famous bearing the stigmata for 50 years and for
repeated mystic and supernatural experiences that caused controversy. He was
canonized a saint in 2002.
In the Gospel of John 10:11 Jesus states, “I am the Good
Shepherd.”
St. Maximillian entered a
Franciscan seminary in 1910 and was ordained a priest in 1918. He founded the
Immaculata, a Movement devoted to our Lady aimed at curbing freemasonry; a
newspaper was also published. He founded a seminary and a radio station and
then became a missionary in Japan where he built a monastery. Returning to
Europe, the Nazi’s imprisoned him in Auschwitz and during one execution session,
he volunteered his life in place of a young husband and father. He was canonized
a saint in 1982.
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St. John Paul II was one
of the influential world leaders at the end of the 20th century. He is credited as
one of the figures that ended the communist threat in Europe. His pontificate was
the second longest in modern history (1978-2005) and is significant for
supporting Vatican II reforms without uprooting Catholic Tradition. He was
canonized in 2014.
Update on the architect of the Holy Name church building and acknowledgement:
The building that is Holy Name’s church was constructed quickly.
The
cornerstone was laid in August 1878 and Mass was celebrated that following
Christmas. The architect, the person who designed the building, was unknown by
the parish as neither Diocesan records nor newspaper accounts of the church’s
opening revealed the name of the architect.
However, Mrs. Delma Tallerico who is a writer, researcher, and lecturer and who
recently visited Holy Name, taking the photographs shown in this handout and
helping us identify the saints at the bottom of the Renwick altar, discovered
through the Brooklyn Historical Society a 1948 letter to the editor of the
Brooklyn Eagle that stated a certain Mr. Murray was the designer of the
building. Further research showed that there was an architect, Mr. Matthew
Murray, who lived nearby at 451 Union Street in Brooklyn. We believe that this
gentleman may have worked for one of the major architectural firms in New York
and was the person whom either the pastor or the Diocese might have gone to for
the architectural design.
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was born in Gasecony, France somewhere around 1580 and
ordained a priest in 1600. He was captured at sea in 1605 by Turkish pirates and
sold as a slave. He and his master whom he converted escaped in 1607. Back in
France, he associated with high society for the next several years, including the
Countess de Gondi who with her husband supported missionaries to work among
the poor. Vincent eventually left his own work among imprisoned galley-slaves in
Paris to become the leader of the Congregation of the Mission (the Vincentians)
who devoted themselves entirely to needy people in smaller towns consistent
with the de Gondi endowment.
St. Vincent realized that the good done by the missions could not last unless
there were priests and religious sisters to maintain them. To this end he began
instructing priests and his efforts established many seminaries. He was also
instrumental in establishing the Daughters of Charity.
He protested and
corrected Jansenist errors that professed that God limited His mercy, and
declared that no priest teaching that could remain in his congregation. “I have
made the doctrine of grace the subject of my prayer for three months,” he said,
“and every day God has confirmed my faith that Our Lord died for us all and that
He desires to save the whole world.”
St. Vincent died in 1660 and was canonized by Pope Clement XII in 1737. Pope Leo
XIII subsequently proclaimed him Patron of all Charitable Societies.
The
Educational Universities started by the Congregation of the Mission in the United
State of America are: Niagara University in Niagara Falls, NY (1856), St. John’s
University in New York, NY (1870) and DePaul University in Chicago, IL (1898). The
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a charitable organization dedicated to the service
of the poor was established by French university students in 1833 led by Blessed
Frederic Ozanam. The Society is active in 132 countries around the world and in
many parishes throughout the United States, including our parish Holy Name.
( Sources: Catholic Encyclopedia, Saint of the Day, EWTN)
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The energies of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at Holy Name have recently
been recharged with nine new people helping. Most of the efforts thus far have
been directed to obtaining and supplying food for Holy Name’s Community Food
Pantry and for making the resources of the Community Food Pantry known to
individuals in need. With the number of people using the Pantry increasing, our
efforts have increased the amount of food given out by 50%. For the future,
Holy Name’s St. Vincent de Paul Society is very much interested in exploring other
ways that we can have a positive impact on the needy in our community. If you have
ideas or would like to join Holy Name’s St. Vincent de Paul Society, please call
the rectory and leave your name and number.
One of the statues on Holy Name’s new altar is that of St. Vincent de Paul (see
photograph, next page). Since the altar was originally dedicated at St. Vincent de
Paul Church, Williamsburg, Brooklyn in 1881, it is not surprising that the St.
Vincent statue is on the altar. What may be surprising is that the statue is carved
out of marble and the likeness of St. Vincent’s face to paintings and drawings of
him from the 17th century is clearly depicted. Testimony to this fact happened
when a Little Sister of the Poor was looking at the six statues in the middle of
the altar, trying to identity the people. “That’s St. Vincent de Paul,” said the
Sister. “Yes, it is, how do you know that?” I replied. “Oh from his face, we have a
drawing of him in our house, and I recognize him!” Marble carved but facial
features preserved – wonderful talent!
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